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“l pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith. And | pray you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power...” Ephesian 3:16-18(NIV)

You are strengthened by the Spirit so that Christ may
literally make His home in your heart. The strengthening
of your spirit results in your sensing the personal presence
of the Lord Jesus, as your reborn faith takes hold of His
promise once again.

The key to it all is in the last two words of that
statement: “through faith.” Why have you been
languishing and losing heart? Because your faith is
failing. The reality that God has revealed to you has begun
to seem unreal. Your faith is dragging. The solution: A
fresh infusion of the Spirit to awaken your faith, so that
you can begin to believe again.

The first thing to believe is the most fundamental fact
of the Christian life—Jesus Christ has come to live in you.
This fact is not dependent upon your feelings, which ebb
and flow. It rests solely upon Jesus’ promise given in the
Upper Room in John 14. .. “if anyone loves me, he will
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him.”

That is what Paul refers to Faith is awakened now.
You remind yourself that Jesus Christ lives in you. You
are a believer. He has taken up residence in you. He will
not leave you. He is at home in your heart, and you belong
to him.

Do you see how Paul is leading us, step by step, back
to recovery? Though we may be in danger of losing heart
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and giving up. Paul shows us the way back to strength,
motivation, and fresh courage. He underscores the way
back with this prayer for the Ephesian Christians in
3:17-18: “And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power...”

Here is yet another key to recover from a fainting
heart: love! We are reassured by Jesus’ promise to be
with us, and we know that he loves us. He cares for us,
and He will never change that relationship. Christ’s love
roots us in Him. It is the ground of our being. This is a
statement of ultimate security. Roots are solid in the
ground, dug deep into the earth, steadfast and
immovable, like a tree that has sent its roots deep into
the rich, life-sustaining soil.

We once had a young sapling tree on our property
that seemed so spindly and frail, a stiff breeze could
have knocked it over. An agronomist advised me to
stake the tree and tie it firmly during the first couple
years of its life. | followed his advice, and today the tree
is immovable. The roots have gone so deep into the soil
and have spread over such an area that it would take
considerable work to kill it—and you’d have to blast the
stump out of the ground to finish the job. Today it could
stand a storm of near hurricane force!

The same is true of you and me. If we put our roots
down deeply into the love of Christ, we become
immovable, firmly fixed, rooted and grounded. We
become secure in Him. His love gives us our sense of
security and well-being.

Ray C. Stedman

Quoted from “Rivers --- of Living Water”
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Words of Fellowship Letter from the Editor

“Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits,---with all the chief spices--- a fountain of gardens, a
well of living waters,---.Awake, O north wind; and come, O south! Blow upon my garden that its spices may flow out. Let
my beloved come to his garden, and eat its pleasant fruits. (Song of Solomon 4:13 — 16 NKJ).”

“Garden of Life” is a publication for saints to share their experiences with one another. The purpose of this publication
is to preach the gospel of God, to present His word of life and truth, to make a path of service and growth in our spiritual
life and to help those who have not yet believed in the Lord.

We encourage all brothers and sisters to submit their testimonies of being saved and the experiences felt afterwards. You
can also submit any inspirational message from any meeting, favorite verse from the Bible or excerpts from spiritual
books.

The basis of submission is to be true and concise — not to promote oneself — but to give glory to God. Submissions can
be in Chinese or in English, and no more than 2000 words. Please specify the origin of any quotes used. You can use a pen
name but please provide your real name contact information. The editorial team reserves the right to accept, reject or
modify all submissions.

Please send your submissions to info@naccvan.com or fax to 604-266-5270




	garden of life+frist.pdf
	____+234

